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On January 21, 1998, the Chairman of the North American Numbering Council (NANC)

wrote to the Chief of the Common Carrier Bureau noting (p. 1) that the Commission's imple-

mentation schedule for local number portability deployment ''will be significantly affected in the

Southeast, Western and West Coast regions by vendor failure to provide a stable platform to

support local number portability." The NANC therefore recommended that the Commission

allow affected carriers until March 1, 1998 to make any necessary petitions for waiver of the

rules requiring implementation of permanent local number portability in the top 100 MSAs by

March 31, 1998. On January 21, 1998, the Commission released a Public Notice (DA 98-109)

requesting comment on the NANC's recommendation.

Sprint Corporation supports a delay in the filing of waiver requests until March 1, 1998

for the limited and specific purpose of addressing the vendor problem in the three affected

regions. By March 1, more information will be available as to the impact of the vendor failure

and the possible solutions to this problem, and affected carriers will then be in a better position

to evaluate their ability to meet the March 31, 1998 implementation deadline. Requiring the

filing of waiver requests on the schedule specified by the Commission's rules (60 days in

advance of the implementation deadline, i.e., by January 29, 1998) would flood the Commission
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with paper offering little infonnation beyond the fact that a problem exists with the current ven-

dor, and would constitute a waste of Commission and industry resources.

If the Commission accepts the NANC's recommendation and grants the requested 30 day

extension of time, it must make clear that the delay applies only to those situations resulting

from the vendor failure to provide the stable local number portability platfonn in the Southeast,

Western and West Coast regions. Any carrier which cannot meet the March 31, 1998 LNP

implementation date for any other reason, or in any region other than the 3 specified, must still

file its request for waiver by January 29, 1998, andjustify such waiver request with a complete

and detailed explanation of the unique circumstances which prevent it from meeting the man-

dated implementation date.

If the Commission does decide to allow carriers to file requests for waiver on March 1,

1998 because of the vendor problem in the 3 affected regions, it also must make clear that such

decision does not constitute a waiver of the March 31, 1998 local number portability implemen-

tation date, and in no way relaxes, eliminates or otherwise amends the standards a BOC must

meet in order to be deemed in compliance with the local number portability Competitive Check-

list requirement (Section 271(2)(B)(xi». Waiver of the March 31 date cannot be made without

careful review and consideration of waiver requests actually filed. 1

1 Even if the Commission grants a waiver of the March 31, 1998 implementation date, such
waiver obviously cannot be considered to be a waiver of the checklist item itself. A BOC may
not rely upon grant of a waiver of the March 31 date as grounds for allowing it to provide in­
region long distance service before it has deployed permanent local number portability capability
under the revised schedule established by the Commission.
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Respectfully submitted,

SPRINTCORPORATION
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Leon M. Kesten~
Jay C. Keithley
Norina T. May
1850 M St., N.W., Suite 1110
Washington, D.C. 20036
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